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1. Name of Property 

historic name U.S.S. LST 325 

other names/site number  
 
2. Location 
 

street & number  840 LST Drive                                                                             N/A  not for publication 

city or town         Evansville                                                                                   N/A vicinity 

state Indiana code IN county Vanderburgh code 163 zip code 47713 
 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this  nomination 
 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  In my opinion, the property 
 meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  I recommend that this property be consider significant  
 nationally  statewide   locally.  (  See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

 
  
Signature of certifying official/Title Date 
 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources  
State or Federal agency and bureau 

 

In my opinion, the property  meets  does not meet the National Register criteria.  (  See continuation sheet for additional  
comments.) 
 
  
Signature of certifying official/Title Date 
 
  
State or Federal agency and bureau 

 

4. National Park Service Certification 

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 
 entered in the National Register. 

 See continuation sheet 
 

 determined eligible for the National Register. 
 See continuation sheet 

 

 
 determined not eligible for the National Register. 

 

 
 removed from the National Register. 

 

 
 other, (explain:)   

  
 
 



 
U.S.S. LST 325   Vanderburgh County, IN 
Name of Property  County and State 
 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property 
(Check as many boxes as 
apply) 

(Check only one box) 

 
 private  building(s) 
 public-local  district 
 public-state  site 
 public-Federal  structure 
   object 

 
 
 
 
 
Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 
 
N/A 
 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 
 

Contributing Noncontributing  
0 0 buildings 
0 0 sites 

           4 0 structures 
           0    0 objects 

4 0 Total 
 
 
 
 
Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 
 
 0 
 

 

6.  Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
DEFENSE: naval facility 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
TRANSPORTATION: water-related 
RECREATION & CULTURE: museum 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7.  Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
OTHER: military transport ship 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
foundation N/A 
walls N/A 
  
roof N/A 
other METAL: steel 
  
  
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more sheets.) 
 
 
 
 
 



 

U.S.S. LST 325   Vanderburgh County, IN 
Name of Property  County and State 
 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for the National Register listing.) 
 

A Property is associated with events that have 
made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of our history. 

 
 B Property is associated with the lives of  

persons significant in our past. 
 

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, method of construction or  
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant  
and distinguishable entity whose components 
lack individual distinction. 

 
 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 

information important in prehistory or history. 
 
Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 
 
Property is: 
 

 A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

 
 B removed from its original location. 

 
 C a birthplace or grave. 

 
 D a cemetery. 

 
 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

 
 F a commemorative property. 

 
 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significant 

within the past 50 years. 

Areas of significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
 
MILITARY 
ENGINEERING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Period of Significance 
 
1942-1945 
 
 
 
Significant Dates 
 
1942 
1943 
1944 
 
Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
 
n/a 
 
Cultural Affiliation 
 
N/A 
 
 
 
Architect/Builder 
 
Philadephia Naval Ship Yard 
 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
 

9.  Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
 preliminary determination if individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

 previously listed in the National Register 
 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
 designated a National Historic Landmark 
 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 
# 

 recorded by Historic American Engineering Record 
# 

 

Primary location of additional data: 
State Historic Preservation Office 
 Other State agency 
 Federal agency 
 Local government 
 University 
Other 

Name of repository: 
USS LST Ship Memorial, Inc.  



 
U.S.S. LST 325   Vanderburgh County, IN 
Name of Property  County and State 
 

10.  Geographical Data 
 
Acreage of Property Less than one acre 
 
UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 
 
                  

1 1 6  4 4 9 3 3 0  4 2 0 0 7 0 0
 Zone Easting Northing 
 
 
                  

2                  
 

 
                  

3      
 Zone Easting Northing 
 
                  

4      
 
 See continuation sheet 
 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 
 
Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
 

11.  Form Prepared By 

 

name/title Steve Boeder / Paul Diebold 
 

organization USS LST Ship Memorial  date 12/22/08 
 

street & number 840 LST Drive telephone (812) 435-8678 
 

city or town Evansville state IN zip code 47713 
 
Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 0r 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 
 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 
 

name USS LST Ship Memorial 
 

street & number 840 LST Drive telephone (812) 435-8678 
 

city or town Evansville state IN zip code 47713 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in 
accordance to the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding the burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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Section 8 - Statement of Significance 
 
USS LST 325 is a rare and intact historic U.S. Navy vessel that meets National Register criteria, 
A and C.  Built in 1942, in Philadelphia (PA) Naval Ship Yard and commissioned on February 1, 
1943, USS LST 325 participated in the invasion of Sicily (July, 1943); Salerno (Sept., 1943) and 
Normandy (June, 1944).  During the Normandy invasion, the USS LST 325 made over 40 
roundtrips from France to England, carrying troops, supplies and wounded.  The USS LST 325 
is one of a few surviving U.S. vessels that actually went ashore on D-Day in 1944 and is 
significant as a rare example of special purpose naval warfare invasion vessel, the Tank 
Landing Ship (LST).  Of the over 1,000 built, USS LST 325 is the only fully functional LST that 
has been maintained according to its original design.   
 
The ship earned two battle stars during WWII.  LST 325 was decommissioned in July, 1946, 
and, in 1964, was acquired by the Greek Navy.  Rep. Ralph Hall of Texas helped secure the 
needed congressional authorization that gave the USS LST 325 to the LST Memorial Inc., a 
Pennsylvania not-for-profit nationwide corporation, thus ending a six year search by the group 
for an LST.  Their goal was to make the needed repairs to the ship and bring it back to the 
U.S.A. A total of 60 men traveled to Greece from July through September, 2000, in order to 
make the needed repairs and prepare the USS LST 325 for departure to the United States.  
Fortunately, the USS LST 325 had not been stripped of parts and equipment.  Walking its decks 
today provides visitors with a potent lesson in the technology, strategy, and personal sacrifice of 
World War II.  
 
USS LST 325 is nationally significant. As a former U.S. Navy – built vessel, funded by the 
federal government for prosecution of a formal U.S. declaration of war, the ship can only be 
evaluated at that level. While it can be said with reasonable certainty that no more than 10 of 
the World War II – commissioned LSTs survive today, LST 325 is the sole fully functional and 
intact example.  
 
Introduction 
  
Fascist aggression, ambition and greed collided with the empires of established world powers 
during the Second World War. Germany, Japan, and Italy entered into war to secure “rightful” 
lands. Overall, Nazi Germany’s leaders foresaw brief, decisive land engagements while Tojo’s 
government hoped to secure areas rich in raw materials before any unified response could be 
mounted.  
 
Japan began its conquest of Asia in 1931 with an invasion of Manchuria, then, in 1937, the 
Japanese Army sent a force to subdue China. British, American and French forces and 
territories were not under attack by the Japanese until after Pearl Harbor, December, 1941.  
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Hitler’s ambitions for a German empire simmered over in March 1938, when German forces 
annexed Austria without firing a shot. The British policy of appeasement lead to the partitioning 
of Czechoslovakia later the same year, and in 1939, Germany seized all Czech lands. Hitler and 
Stalin negotiated a non-aggression pact in August of 1939. The German flank thus secure, on 
September 1, 1939, German Wehrmacht units invaded Poland.  
 
Polish forces were defeated quickly. The ensuing “sitzkrieg” or phony war was shattered in May 
1940 when German Panzer squads smashed through the Belgian Ardennes and on into France, 
subduing French resistance by June. The French and British forces could not stop the German 
assault.  
 
Two experiences at this early point in the war in Europe dramatically illustrated the need for 
special purpose transport ships. First, in the evacuation at Dunkirk, the Allies not only lacked a 
proper fleet of troop transports, but, the fact that no docks and handling cranes were available 
also meant that thousands of otherwise battle-worthy artillery pieces and scores of field 
equipment had to be disabled and abandoned.  
 
In late May, 1940, with the Wehrmacht pushing back the British, French, Belgian and Dutch 
Armies, there were a total of 338,226 Allied forces retreating toward Dunkirk.  The need to 
rescue these troops became evident but the task was an overwhelming one.  The large British 
ships had a deep draft, making it impossible for them to come close to shore.  In order to 
execute the rescue, Prime Minister Winston Churchill asked for any type of ship or boat to help 
with the troop withdrawal.  As a result, 900 small fishing boats, ferries and other private craft 
assisted in the rescue.  They were transporting the troops from the shore out to larger ships that 
took the troops to England.  The rescue of the troops took several days and proved to be a 
success.  However, the Allies had to leave behind 2,000 guns, 60,000 trucks, 76,000 tons of 
ammunition and 600,000 tons of fuel supplies.  The inability to execute a swift rescue of the 
troops and removal of the supplies demonstrated the need for a ship with the ability to land 
directly on the beach and to retreat off the beach.   
 
Second, neither the Kreigsmarine or Wehrmacht had planned for an overseas invasion. 
Operation Sea Lion, Hitler’s plan to invade England, would depend on ships capable of landing 
troops and equipment on beach heads. Control of the air was essential; Goering boasted that 
the Luftwaffe would subdue the R.A.F. in a matter of weeks. When the Battle of Britain dragged 
out for months, Hitler postponed, then canceled Sea Lion. While air superiority was essential, 
the lack of proper troop and vehicle ships ended all hope of invading England. The Allies were 
well aware of Germany’s ship building issues, thanks to intelligence intercepts.  
 
Japan had devised a plan to expand its land area.  Its expansionist policies were legitimized by 
the other fascist powers in September, 1940 when Germany, Italy and Japan all signed the  
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Tripartite Pact. After the attack on Pearl Harbor and the declaration of war by the United States 
in December, 1941, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States.  As a result, the U.S. 
was now at war with Germany, Japan and Italy and an ally to England.  At the time the United 
States entered WWII, Germany had gained control over much of Europe, Italy was fighting in 
North Africa and Japan was carrying out an aggressive action in the South Pacific. The Allies 
decided on a strategy to first defeat Germany/Italy and then Japan.   
 
At first, the American strategy in the Pacific was to hold Japanese advances. At Coral Sea in 
May 1942, U.S. forces thwarted the Japanese invasion of Port Moresby, New Guinea at great 
cost. Then at Midway, in June 1942, the U.S. Navy carrier-based concept proved overwhelming. 
Navy airmen sank four Japanese carriers, handing the Imperial Japanese Navy their first 
decisive defeat. In early 1943, U.S. military planners formulated Operation CARTWHEEL, the 
island-hopping strategy for victory in the Pacific. Well before this time, the need for adequate 
shipping support was self-evident, and U.S. Navy observers had made note of the landing craft 
and support vessels utilized by the Japanese. Taking the war to the Japanese-held islands was 
going to require a special purpose vessel. 
 
But the need for LSTs was first to be met elsewhere. The Second Washington Conference, 
June 1942, called for a response to Soviet demands to open a second front in Western Europe 
to relieve pressure from the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union. Operation Barbarossa, as the 
Werhmacht command called it, had pushed the Red Army far into its own territory and claimed 
tens of thousands of Soviet soldiers. As Roosevelt and Churchill held the Second Washington 
Conference, the Werhmacht was pushing to Stalingrad; the Battle of Stalingrad would begin in 
August, 1942. The Allies had no time to waste. Capture of the Stalingrad area meant unlimited 
oil supplies for the German war machine. 
 
Though the Allies had begun to open a “second front” in the skies over Europe, U.S. air power 
was insufficient to draw enough support away from the East Front in 1942. Therefore, an 
invasion by ground forces was critical.  During the Second Washington Conference, Churchill 
and Roosevelt committed their forces to an invasion of North Africa. Churchill had often made 
statements that Italy was the “soft underbelly” of Axis-held Europe. Operation TORCH, the 
Allied invasion of North Africa, would be the precursor to subduing the Mediterranean and Italy.  
 
The strategy for the invasion of Europe was crafted in part by England’s experience in the Battle 
of Dieppe. This German-occupied port on the northern coast of France was targeted by the 
Allies in August, 1942.  Over 6,000 troops, mainly Canadian, were supported by large British 
naval and Allied air force contingents.  The objective was to seize and hold a major port for a 
short period to demonstrate that it was possible and to gather intelligence.  The battle included 
naval bombardment, air attack, and troop combat.  The attack was a complete failure in all 
aspects except one.  It provided a great learning tool that helped the Allies craft an amphibious 
assault on Northern Africa, Italy, Europe and islands in the Pacific.  Of the 6,086 troops who  
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participated in the Dieppe attack, 3,623 were either killed, captured or wounded.  The Allied air 
forces lost 119 planes and the Royal Navy had 555 casualties.  Seizing a fortified major port or 
urban area by direct assault was out of the question.  
 
The Dieppe experience and the technological advances made since WWI changed the 
approach an attack on the European continent would be made.  The British and American 
doctrine on amphibious assaults was also different.  The British preferred a “soft” approach in 
which night assaults were preferred along with avoiding direct confrontation with enemy forces.  
They emphasized mobility and surprise attacks.  Blockades and negotiated settlements were 
also part of their strategy.  For hundreds of years, England ruled its empire with a strong naval 
force due to geographical circumstances.   
 
The American doctrine, on the other hand, was quite different.  Americans used a direct 
approach consisting of determining the enemy’s strength and attacking it.  They preferred the 
daytime because ships could be more easily navigated and shore operations could be executed 
more effectively.  The American doctrine sought to maximize use of battleships and aircraft 
bombers.   
 
As was shown in the Battle of Dieppe, an amphibious assault required the cooperation of and 
coordination of land, air and sea forces.  The 20th century brought changes in technology which 
had to be factored.  Radar, radio communications, military intelligence, long range artillery, 
machine guns, the internal combustion engine, airplanes and the size of armies all changed.  
The British experience was that seldom was a hostile force met during a beach landing on 
enemy shores.  With the advances in technology, countries were able to monitor the movement 
of enemy forces.  Consequently, the Werhmacht knew of the impending attack on Dieppe and 
met it with sufficient forces to gain an overwhelming victory.     
 
One other lesson learned from Dieppe is to avoid beaches with organized defenses.  Search out 
those potential landing areas that have no or minimal defenses.  One technological advance 
that would greatly contribute to this strategy would be the development of a ship that could 
make beach landings in order to deliver troops, armor and supplies.   
 
Need, Design and Construction of the LST 
 
The Allied strategy during World War II called for recapture and occupation of Axis-held territory 
and home lands. By necessity, the Allies had to be able to ferry supplies and troops across 
substantial bodies of water in every theatre. Churchill had thought of the idea of a tank lighter or 
ship during World War I – a special purpose vessel that could deliver tanks. Churchill continued 
to be convinced that the shock of vessels disgorging battle-ready tanks onto a beachhead would 
provide overwhelming success during an invasion.  
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But it was the painful lesson of Dunkirk led the British to re-investigate the concept of shallow 
draft freight ship. The decision to invade North Africa by 1942 also made creation of appropriate 
landing craft a high priority – to the point of interfering with construction of U.S. Navy fighting 
ships. As with many military technological breakthroughs during the war, the LST was born of 
an immediate demand yet brilliantly conceived for its purpose.  
 
In their first attempt to develop a ship with the capability of making beach landings, the British 
converted three shallow-drafted tankers to LSTs.  While the concept was acceptable, the 
redesign proved to be unsatisfactory.  Additionally, survival of the Royal Navy depended on 
production of warships. In November, 1941, the British Admiralty then requested the United 
States to redesign and produce the LST.  John Niedermair, who worked for the U.S. Bureau of 
Ships, developed a rudimentary design for the LST in a matter of days. Niedermair’s design 
resulted in the only U.S. Navy ship ever made that has ability to deliver soldiers and materiel 
directly on a beachhead. The British Admiralty immediately accepted Niedermair’s concept and 
ordered 200 under terms of Lend-Lease.  
  
The ability to land on remote, undeveloped beaches proved to be a significant advantage and 
helped avoid potential high troop loses.  This advantage would prove as evident in the Pacific 
where few islands had adequate harbors, as it would in the European Theater.   
 
The degree to which the LST not only played a role in Allied victory but dictated strategy was felt 
at the highest levels during the war. Implementation of Operation OVERLORD in June 1944 
was threatened by the lack of available LSTs, and their disposition was debated at Cairo 
Conference (November 1943) and Tehran Conference (November-December 1943).1 During 
this time, Churchill complained that “the destinies of two great empires…seemed to be tied up in 
some god-dammed things called LST’s (and) LST engine experts of which there was a great 
shortage.” 2   
 
Churchill’s famous rant points out that sheer production was one issue, but training crews and 
shaking down vessels also took time. The LST had a number of general purpose crew members 
like any combat ship of the war. But, due to its specialized purpose and range of equipment, the 
LST required a dedicated crew that was highly trained and functioned as a team. The skipper 
had to be familiar with deep-ocean and shallow water operation. He had to coordinate the highly  
 

 
1 See generally Richard Leighton, “OVERLORD Versus the Mediterranean,” in Kent Roberts Greenfield, ed., 
Command Decisions, Washington, D.C.: Center of Military History, Department of the Army, 2000, p. 255.  
2 Samuel Eliot Morison, History of United States Naval Operations in World War II, Vol 11: The Invasion of 
France and Germany 1944-1945. Boston: Little, Brown & Co., 1957;  Morrison, on p. 28, states that the quote was 
from January, 1944 and was in a discussion between Eisenhower and Churchill. 
Also quoted in Morison, The Two-Ocean War, p. 388-389.  
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complex series of tasks required to beach and back up what amounted to a sizable cargo ship, 
not to mention standard convoy and general maneuvers.  
 
Workers at the Newport News shipyards built the first LST in June, 1942. Production of LSTs 
took place in established naval yards and five (5) inland facilities, which produced 670 of the 
total number of 1,051 LSTs built during WWII.  These sites were in Seneca, Illinois; Evansville, 
Indiana; Jeffersonville, Indiana; Ambridge, Pennsylvania; and Neville Island, Pennsylvania.  The 
Evansville facility built the most LSTs, 167.  A common denominator to all these inland 
shipyards was their location on a navigable river, the Ohio or the Illinois.  The balance of the 
LSTs was built in established naval shipyards.  The USS LST 325 was built at the Philadelphia 
Navy Yard in October, 1942.  By the end of the war, construction time was reduced to two 
months. At the beginning, the construction time was four months.   
 
After WWII, only the Jeffersonville shipyard continued in a ship building activity by producing 
towboats and other river craft.  The Seneca Yard went out of business but the people continue 
to celebrate their history through Prairie Shipyard Days each year.  Evansville built a Museum of 
Science and Industry, celebrates its heritage each year through LST Week and is the homeport 
for the USS LST 325.   
 
Deploying the LST 
 
The Allies’ strategy was to defeat Germany first and then Japan.  Consequently, the initial 
deployment of LSTs was in North Africa, Italy and Normandy.  The following lists some major 
battles and the number of LSTs involved:  Sicily – 76; Gilbert Islands – 25; Normandy – 233; 
Okinawa -300; Iwo Jima – 63; Marshall Islands – over 40; Saipan – 50; Paulus – 52; and Leyte 
– 170.   
 
The LST was able to serve in different capacities.  By design, it was able to land on beaches, 
unload troops, vehicles and supplies and then retract itself off the beach by use of a stern 
anchor and winch.  During the D-Day invasion, LSTs, including USS LST 325, made dozens of 
trips to and from England.  Wounded soldiers were taken back to England for care.  One or 
more LSTs were converted into hospital ships while others were modified to function as repair 
ships.  Such ships would have cranes and other equipment installed in order to facilitate the 
handling a damaged craft in need of repair.   
 
The main deck could accommodate small reconnaissance aircraft.    There were 47 LSTs lost 
during WWII, 31 were sunk by enemy action and 16 were lost by accident. After the War, the 
U.S. Navy converted 88 for other uses, 416 were scrapped, 263 were converted to merchant 
ships, 230 sold to foreign governments and the remainder was lost or disposed of in other ways.  
During WWII, 265,000 sailors served on LSTs and over two million troops were transported by 
LSTs.   
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LST 325 in Action 
 
USS LST 325 left the U.S. on March 19, 1943 for Oran, Algeria, arriving there on 
April 13th.  At the conn was Lt. Commander Clifford Mosier, captain of LST 325 for the duration 
of the war. For the next three months, the ship and crew went through training exercises with 
American and British Army units.  On June 28, 1943, it arrived in La Goulette in the Bay of Tunis 
to prepare for Operation HUSKY, the invasion of Sicily.   
 
USS LST 325 left Tunis and arrived in the Bay of Gela on July 11 carrying vehicles and the men 
of the U.S. Army 1st Armored Division.  The ship made five more trips to Sicily before Messina 
fell on August 17.  On two trips, it carried back Italian prisoners.  On September 13, the USS 
LST 325 sailed, as part of the Northern Attack Force, in support of the invasion of Salerno, Italy, 
carrying elements of the British 40th Royal Tank Regiment.  It came under attack by German 
fighter bombers resulting in injuries to eight men. USS LST 325 made three trips to the 
beachhead at Salerno.  In October, 1943, it returned to Oran and left on November 12th for 
England as part of a large convoy.  On November 21, LST 325 came under fire from Luftwaffe 
fighter bombers that were using Henschel Hs 293 remote-controlled rocket-propelled missiles.  
Several transport ships in the convoy were sunk.  The convoy arrived in Plymouth, England on 
Thanksgiving Day, November 25, 1943.   
 
From December, 1943 to May, 1944, the USS LST 325 was involved in training exercises along 
the southwestern English coast in anticipation of Operation OVERLORD.  On June 5, 1944, Lt. 
Commander Mosier and crew sailed from Falmouth, England carrying elements of the 5th 
Special Engineer’s Brigade.  USS LST 325 was part of the backup force for troops going ashore 
on Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944.  Between June, 1944 and April, 1945, the USS LST 325 
made 44 trips between England and France unloading at Omaha, Juno, Utah and Gold beaches 
and the City of Rouen on the Seine River.  On December 28, 1944, it helped rescue 700 men 
from the troop transport, Empire Javelin, which had been torpedoed off the coast of France.   
 
With victory in Europe coming on May 8, 1945, the military role of the LST in the European 
Theater was at an end. On May 11, 1945, USS LST 325 sailed in a convoy from Belfast, Ireland 
for the U.S., arriving on May 31, 1945 in Norfolk, VA.  In August, 1945, the Japanese 
surrendered, ending WWII. USS LST 325 was sent to Green Cove Springs, FL and 
decommissioned on July 2, 1946.  The U.S. Navy reactivated LST 325 in 1951 to assist in the 
construction of radar outposts on the eastern coast of Canada and Greenland.  This work was 
done in 1951-52.  In 1961, the USS LST 325 was taken out of service and became part of the 
National Defense Reserve Fleet.  In 1963, it was reactivated and transferred to Greece in May, 
1964.  It served in the Greek Navy until 1999, when it was decommissioned a third time.   
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Post War LSTs 
 
There were only two LSTs constructed in the immediate post WWII era.  The USS LST 
1153 and 1154 were commissioned in 1947 and 1949, respectively.  They were the only 
steam driven LSTs built by the Navy.  Several LSTs were involved in the amphibious assault at 
Inchon during the Korean War, the Viet Nam War, Operation DESERT SHIELD and DESERT 
STORM in the Persian Gulf.  Many military strategists had begun to lessen the importance of 
being able to carryout an amphibious assault.  The threat of such an assault, however, did play 
a diversionary role in DESERT STORM.  
 
Due to the success at Inchon, 15 LSTs were built in the early 1950s.  These were 56 feet longer 
than the WWII LSTs and had four diesel engines which increased their speed to 15 knots.  In 
July, 1955, county and parish names were assigned to many LST’s.  In the late 1950’s, seven 
De Soto County Class LSTs with a capability of 17.5 knots were built. In 1969, the Newport 
Class, which was the last class of LST, was introduced.  Twenty such LSTs were constructed 
with the ability to sustain 20 knots.  To achieve this, the traditional blunt bow door was replaced 
with a pointed ship bow.  The Newport Class unloaded cargo via a 112 foot ramp operated over 
the bow.  It also had a stern gate which facilitated unloading of equipment and vehicles into the 
water or onto other craft.  The Newport type has been removed from the U.S. Navy, but serves 
in the navies of other countries, including Brazil, Mexico and Spain, among others.  No LSTs 
remain in active service in the U.S. Navy. 
 
Journey Back Home 
 
In 2000, USS LST 325 was acquired by the LST Memorial, Inc and returned to the US.  To give 
some background to the return of the USS LST 325 to the United States, there was a group of 
veterans that desired to ensure that the LST’s contributions in WWII would never be forgotten.  
Their plan was to find and acquire a LST.  Their search for a suitable LST led them overseas to 
Greece where they found USS LST 325.  There was considerable work to be done to secure 
permission from the Greek and U.S. governments to sail the ship from Greece.  There was also 
considerable physical work to be done:  clean the ship, repair the engines, get fresh water onto 
the ship, pump oil and water from the ship. Repairs to the electrical system were needed in 
order to use several navigation and communications systems. Since the crossing, an additional 
generator and converter assist in powering the ship’s electrical systems. The summer of 2000 in 
Greece was the hottest summer recorded for many years.  Temperatures reached over 100 
degrees for several days.  Coupled with the average age of the crew at 72, the work became 
very difficult.  The men tried to work during the early and later hours of the day. Over $100,000 
was spent on repairs before leaving Greece.  BP Oil donated 50,000 gallons of fuel for the trip.  
On November 14, 2000, the USS LST 325 set sail out of Crete with a crew of 30 men.  The trip 
would cover 6200 miles to get to Mobile, Alabama on January 10, 2001.    
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Since its return to the United States, the USS LST 325 was docked in Mobile, Alabama.  
A permanent home was sought and the City of Evansville, Indiana was selected through 
an open bidding process.  Evansville was not only a huge producer of LST’s, but also P- 
47 fighter bombers and 40 other products used in WWII.  The USS LST 325 was moved 
to Evansville in Sept-Oct, 2005, arriving on October 3rd.   
 
The maintenance performed on the USS LST 325 has been done according to the original 
design.  Repairs of the engines and generators, wiring of the ship, sandblasting and painting, 
fixing holes and performing thickness tests and restoration of the radio room are  
some of the maintenance and improvements done.  Well over one (1) million dollars has been 
spent on the USS LST 325 since it returned to the U.S.  The USS LST 325 has been very active 
since arriving in the United States.  The USS LST Ship Memorial Inc. has participated in events 
and opened the ship to thousands of visitors. 
 
Volunteers work on the ship year around, giving tours, operating the gift shop and performing 
maintenance.  The ship is open 300 days of the year.  A newsletter, called the Phoenix, is 
published three times per year.   
 
Three other craft are on the USS LST 325.  They are LCVPs, which is an abbreviation for 
Landing Craft Vehicle Personnel.  These craft are also called Higgins Boats (named after their 
well-known designer, Andrew Jackson Higgins).  The LCVPs are technically not Higgins boats.  
While they meet the specifications of the Higgins boats, they were not built in a Higgins factory 
and were built after WWII.  All LSTs carried between two and six of these smaller craft.  The 
LCVPs on the USS LST 325 are fully operational.  LCVPs could carry either 36 fully equipped 
troops or a jeep and 12 troops.  They carried troops and vehicles to the beach during the 
invasion.     
 
The mission of the USS LST Ship Memorial, Inc. is to educate its visitors to the role of the LST 
in World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.  It is our desire to preserve the memory of these ships and 
all the countless heroic men who died in battle during the service to their country. 
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Section 10, Geographical Data, Verbal Boundary Description 
 
The boundary includes the ship known as USS LST 325, its hull, decks, superstructures and 
permanently mounted equipment, and three LCVP boats currently associated/stored on board 
USS LST 325. The mailing address location of the ship is in Evansville, Indiana. 
 

http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9344597/landing-ship-tank
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/landingship%2Ctank
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Boundary Justification 
 
The boundary includes the significant ship in its entirety and all of its permanent mechanical 
systems and equipment, as well as three LCVP boats davited on the LST.  
 
Photographs 
 
The following information is common for all images, unless otherwise marked: 
 
U.S.S. LST 325 
Vanderburgh County, IN 
Holly Tate 
November 20, 2008 
Image files stored at Indiana Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
 
NOTE: Ship is docked with bow roughly pointing east. Camera facings are given in 
relation to starboard/port and bow/stern when possible. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_001 
General view of ship, starboard side, camera facing northwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_002 
Bow of ship, starboard side, showing hinged bow doors and forward gun 
emplacements. Camera facing north. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_003 
General view of ship from astern/starboard, camera facing northeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_004 
View from astern, showing gun tub emplacements, top deck superstructure. Camera 
facing northeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_005 
View on top deck, facing aft, bridge and conning tower in background, large hatch to 
tank deck in right foreground, camera facing west. 
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IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_006 
View forward on top deck, raised AA gun tub emplacements in background, large 
covered hatch to tank deck in immediate foreground, camera facing east. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_007 
Conning tower with entry hatch, camera facing east. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_008 
Top deck looking forward from conning tower rail/catwalk, camera facing east.  
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_009 
Stern winch used for pulling ship off beach, aft of bridge/conning tower, camera facing 
southeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_010 
Stern starboard AA gun tub emplacement, viewed from bridge deck catwalk, davit arm 
for starboard LCVP in left foreground. Camera facing southwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_011 
Detail view of stern starboard AA gun emplacement. Camera facing west. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_012 
Anchor on port foredeck, camera facing east. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_013 
Bridge interior, original wheel, brass annunciator controls, looking in from starboard 
entry hatch, camera facing north. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_014 
Bridge interior, supplemental annunciator with chrome levers added by Greek Navy to 
lower left. Camera facing southeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_015 
Radio Room, immediately aft of bridge. Equipment includes original and later 
receivers/transmitters. Camera facing northwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_016 
Officers quarters. Camera facing north. 
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IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_017 
Chart Room, just behind bridge. Camera facing north. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_018 
View into galley from serving pass-through. Camera facing west. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_019 
Tank Deck, used for U.S. Army tanks, looking toward bow, camera facing east. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_020 
Tank Deck, bow end, bow ramp at center. Camera facing east. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_021 
Tank Deck, access hatch for unloading stretchers bearing wounded soldiers from trucks 
or ambulances into berthing areas, port side wall of tank deck roughly amidships, 
camera facing northeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_022 
Tank Deck, view aft, winch at center used to raise/lower bow ramp. Greek flag painted 
during ship’s service in Greek Navy. Camera facing west. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_023 
Berthing area, port side. Camera facing southeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_024 
Berthing area, port side. Camera facing southeast. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_025 
Berthing area, triple bunked. Camera facing east.  
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_026 
Engine Room, one of two diesel power plants. Camera facing northwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_027 
Engine Room, Air intakes with air filters and root blowers on one of two main engines, 
camera facing west. 
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IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_028 
Engine Room, original main electrical control panel. Camera facing southwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_029 
Engine Room, original brass annunciators, camera facing southwest. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_030 
Engine Room, fresh water engine cooling system (“radiator”). Camera facing west. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_031 
Engine Room, valves used to move shift fluids from one storage tank to another, 
camera facing northeast.  
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_032 
Engine Room, Falk clutch, used to vary speed, direction of rotation and torque of 
propeller shafts. Camera facing south.  
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_033 
Engine Room, post-war engine controls are in sheet metal boxes to right, back up 
power plant to left.  
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_034 
Propeller shaft room, looking aft, shaft runs from lower right to center of image. Storage 
tanks flank this room. Camera facing west. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_035 
Port side LCVP, lowered to barge/dock on its davits, camera facing south. 
 
IN_VanderburghCounty_USSLST325_036 
Port side LCVP, bow ramp lowered. Camera facing west. 
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Above, LST schematic diagram from Encyclopedia Britannica. NOTE: No LCT
is included in this nomination. LCT is shown here to illustrate capacity. 
Below, LCVP diagram, from 
http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/ships/LCVP.html
 
   

   

http://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/USN/ships/LCVP.html
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